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Grade 7 Lesson Plan – Establishment of the Modern State of Israel  

SS7H2 Analyze continuity and change in Southwest Asia (Middle East). 

b. Explain the historical factors contributing to the establishment of the modern State of Israel in 1948; 
include the Jewish religious connection to the land, antisemitism, the development of Zionism in 
Europe, and the aftermath of the Holocaust. 

 

OVERVIEW: Jewish people have had a continuous presence in the land of Israel, from ancient times to 
the present. This presence and long history in the land helps us understand why Jewish people worked 
to reestablish a Jewish nation in Palestine. This effort began in the late 1800s.       

SOURCE: Center for Israel Education https://israeled.org/  

Add link here to PowerPoint 

 

 

https://israeled.org/
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Worksheet: The Balfour Declaration 
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Document Discovery 

What was the Balfour Declaration? 

Why is the Balfour Declaration so important? 

How is the Balfour Declaration relevant today? 

 

What is the date of this document? What is the status of World War I in the Middle East at this time?  

Source: https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pathways/firstworldwar/timelines/timeline1917.htm ) 

What is the format of this document? Does its format and length surprise you? Why? 

Important Personalities: Identify Sir Arthur James Balfour and Lord Rothschild.  

Sources:  

https://www.gov.uk/government/history/past-prime-ministers/arthur-james-balfour  

https://www.rothschildarchive.org/collections/rothschild_faqs/walter_rothschild_and_the_balfour_declaration 

Foreign Office 
November 2nd 1917 
 

Dear Lord Rothschild, 
I have much pleasure in conveying to you, on behalf of His 
Majesty’s Government, the following declaration of sympathy 
with Jewish Zionist aspirations which has been submitted to, 
and approved by, the Cabinet. 
 

“His Majesty’s Government view with favor the establishment 
in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people, and will 
use their best endeavors to facilitate the achievement of this 
object, it being clearly understood that nothing shall be done 
which may prejudice the civil and religious rights of existing 
non-Jewish communities in Palestine, or the rights and political 
status enjoyed by Jews in any other country.” 
 

I should be grateful if you would bring this declaration to the 
knowledge of the Zionist Federation. 
 

Yours Sincerely, 
 

Arthur James Balfour 

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pathways/firstworldwar/timelines/timeline1917.htm
https://www.gov.uk/government/history/past-prime-ministers/arthur-james-balfour
https://www.rothschildarchive.org/collections/rothschild_faqs/walter_rothschild_and_the_balfour_declaration
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On whose behalf is Sir James Balfour writing this letter? (Who does he represent?) 

Why is Lord Rothschild the recipient of this letter?  

Explain the following terms:  

a) “A national home for the Jewish people”  

 What is a “home”? What does a home offer its inhabitants?  

 What is the difference between a home and a state? 

b) “Will use their best endeavors to facilitate the achievement of this objective”  

 What is the “objective”?  

 Who will be responsible for making this possible?  

c) “Nothing shall be done which may prejudice the civil and religious rights of existing non-Jewish 
communities in Palestine or the rights and political status enjoyed by Jews in any other country.” 

 How does this statement protect the rights of the local, Arab population? 

 What does it say about the rights of Jewish people who do not come to the Land of Israel? 
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Worksheet: The British Mandate 

December 1922  Mandate for Palestine 

The Council of the League of Nations: 

Whereas the Principal Allied Powers have agreed, for the purpose of giving 
effect to the provisions of Article 22 of the Covenant of the League of Nations, 
to entrust to a Mandatory selected by the said Powers the administration of 
the territory of Palestine, which formerly belonged to the Turkish Empire, 
within such boundaries as may be fixed by them; and 

Whereas the Principal Allied Powers have also agreed that the Mandatory 
should be responsible for putting into effect the declaration originally made 
on November 2nd, 1917, by the Government of His Britannic Majesty, and 

adopted by the said Powers, in favor of the establishment in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish 
people, it being clearly understood that nothing should be done which might prejudice the civil and 
religious rights of existing non-Jewish communities in Palestine, or the rights and political status 
enjoyed by Jews in any other country; and 

Whereas recognition has thereby been given to the historical connection of the Jewish people with 
Palestine and to the grounds for reconstituting their national home in that country; and 

Whereas the Principal Allied Powers have selected His Britannic Majesty as the Mandatory for Palestine; 
… 

Document Discovery 

What is the date of this document? 

Paragraph 1 

Who is responsible for creating this mandate? 

Before World War I, who controlled Palestine? 

Who gets to draw the new boundaries of Palestine? 

Paragraph 2 

What document is referred to here (November 2nd 1917)? 

What do you notice about the language here and the language in the document referred to (November 
2nd, 1917)? 
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Paragraph 3 

Why are the Jewish people being given permission to reestablish their national home in Palestine? 

Paragraph 4 

To whom has the League of Nations and the Allied Powers given control (the Mandatory) of Palestine? 
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