CONTENT, CONTEXT, COMPLEXITY
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Content, Context, Complexity

Do not each or imply
that the Holocaust was inevitable.



Content, Context, Complexity

The Holocaust took place because
individuals, groups and nations made

decisions to act or not act.



Content, Context, Complexity

The Holocaust was the state-sponsored
systematic persecution and annihilation
of European Jewry by Nazi Germany

and its collaborators between

1933 and 1945.



CONTENT

Who? What? When? Where?



CONTEXT

Who? What? When? Where?



COMPLEXITY

Why?



COMPLEXITY

Why was this picture taken?



CONTENT

Did the picture end up being what you
thought it was after you recetved the
uncropped version?



CONTEXT

How did the content change after it was placed in
contextr

How did your interpretation change atter you
recetved the uncropped photor



COMPLEXITY

Did the picture end up being what you
thought it was after you recetved the
caption?



COMPLEXITY

Not always what it appears to be...



COMPLEXITY

Why?



Content, Context, Complexity

Those involved in the Holocaust can be
placed in categories based on their

choices and behavior.



Categories of Behavior

PERPETRATORS & COLLABORATORS

TARGETS
RESCUERS ~ WORKSHOP GUIDE
RESISTANCE Pagctd5

BYSTANDERS



Categories of Behavior

1. PERPETRATORS & COLLABORATORS

Individuals and groups that were responsible

for the Holocaust.



Categories of Behavior

1. PERPETRATORS & COLLABORATORS

The perpetrators were not beasts but human

beings who made moral and ethical choices.

They chose to violate human rights.



Categories of Behavior

1. PERPETRATORS & COLLABORATORS

Beware of over-characterizing

them as something greater SAVE
TO BEAT

TEDEVILT

beings who made choices. VICTGBY
BONDS

than what they were — human

Canadian War Victory Bond
Poster, 1943



Categories of Behavior

Hatred is taught — it is not an innate trait by birth.




Categories of Behavior
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Berlin, Germany — 1937: A group of young German boys view "Der Stuermer," "Die Woche," and

other propaganda posters that are posted on a fence in Berlin.

[Source:


http://collections.ushmm.org/search/catalog/pa15523

Categories of Behavior

Breman, Germany — circa 1929 “We were a happy-go-lucky group, never thinking of harming
each other.” [source: ]



http://somewereneighbors.ushmm.org/#/exhibitions/friends/un2649/description

Categories of Behavior

1. PERPETRATORS & COLLABORATORS

Individuals or groups who worked with the
Nazis regardless of whether they shared a
common goal or believed in the Nazi racial

ideology.



What happened 1f

you disobeyed an
order to participate in
an atrocity?

There is no reliable evidence that German
soldiers or police officials were killed for
refusing to kill civilians. Non-Germans
serving as auxiliaries and refusing to carry
out direct orders to kill could be subject to
discipline, dismissal, imprisonment, or
even death.

Categories of Behavior

Train engineer describes delivering Jews to the
Treblinka killing center. [Source: ]

Latvian collaborators bring the men to a dug-out pit
in the sand dunes, while many German sailors and
other people watch the murders.

[Source: ]



http://somewereneighbors.ushmm.org/#/exhibitions/workers/un2997
http://somewereneighbors.ushmm.org/#/exhibitions/neighbors/un1629

Categories of Behavior
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Bielefeld, Germany — 1936: German customs officials supervise the packing of a moving van

containing the belongings of a Jewish family preparing to emigrate. Part of the officials’ job was to
prevent the smuggling of valuables that law prohibited Jews from taking with them. [Source: ]



http://cc.assets.ushmm.org.s3.amazonaws.com/resources/deconstructing-the-familiar-images.pdf

Categories of Behavior
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circa 1940: Bus with driver.
[Source:


https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Bus_Hartheim_Foto_Niedernhart_Prozess.jpg

Categories of Behavior
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Germany — Thursday, August 1, 1940 - Friday, May 1, 1942: Group portrait

of T-4 Euthanasia program personnel at a social gathering.

[Source:


http://digitalassets.ushmm.org/photoarchives/detail.aspx?id=1150423

Categories of Behavior

RIGA, LATVIA — JULY 1941: Civilians attack a Jewish man in a street. [Source:


http://somewereneighbors.ushmm.org/#/exhibitions/neighbors/un338/description

Categories of Behavior

Lithuania, July—August 1941: A member of the Lithuanian auxiliary police auctions off property of Jews
who were recently executed in the nearby Rase Forest. [Source: ]



http://somewereneighbors.ushmm.org/#/exhibitions/neighbors/un338/description

Categories of Behavior
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Paris, France — May 14, 1941: French police guard Jewish men, most of them Polish-born,

who were among 3,747 men transported in four trains to French-guarded internment camps
southwest of Paris. [Source: ]


http://somewereneighbors.ushmm.org/#/exhibitions/policemen/un2541/description

Paris, France — 1942: A police official distributes Jewish
badges after German occupation orders require Jews
residing in the northern occupied zone of France to wear
badges. [Source: ]



http://cc.assets.ushmm.org.s3.amazonaws.com/resources/deconstructing-the-familiar-images.pdf

Categories of Behavior

Beware or stereotyping and generalizing — these
categories are based choices made by individuals.

Théophile Larue, a Paris policeman, warned his
Jewish neighbors, of the upcoming “Vél d’Hiv”
roundup and then, with his wife Madeleine, hid

them in his home for a week. [Source: Yad Vashem via
]



http://somewereneighbors.ushmm.org/#/exhibitions/policemen/un2591/description

Categories of Behavior

PERPETRATORS & COLLABORATORS




Categories of Behavior
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Categories of Behavior

PERPETRATORS & COLLABORATORS

TARGETS Groups and individuals who
were targeted for destruction or
decimation for racial, ethnic or national

reasons.



Categories of Behavior

PERPETRATORS & COLLABORATORS
TARGETS

RESCUERS Individuals or groups who
made choices and risked their own lives

to save others.



Categories of Behavior

PERPETRATORS & COLLABORATORS
TARGETS

RESCUERS Although stories of rescue

are very popular, only a tiny percentage
ot the targeted populations were

rescued.



Categories of Behavior

PERPETRATORS & COLLABORATORS
TARGETS
RESCUERS

RESISTANCE Individuals or groups who

made choices and risked their own lives to
stand up against the Nazis and their

collaborators.



Categories of Behavior

Belarus, 1943: Jewish partisan photographer Faye Schulman poses
in the forest.

[Source:



http://www.jweekly.com/article/full/37486/rare-photos-show-hidden-life-of-partisans-who-fought-nazis/

Categories of Behavior
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Hamburg, Germany — 1936: August Landmesser stands with arms crossed as crowd
collectively performs Nazi salute. It is believed he had been a member of the Nazi Party

from 1931 to 1935 but was expelled from the party for marrying a Jewish woman with
whom he went on to father two children. [Source: ]



http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/blogpost/post/august-landmesser-shipyard-worker-in-hamburg-refused-to-perform-nazi-salute-photo/2012/02/07/gIQA1ZzExQ_blog.html

Categories of Behavior

Eibergen region, Netherlands — 1942-1943: A Dutch pollceman |ooks out the hatch of -
small bunker that served as a hiding place for Dutch Jews

[Source:



http://collections.ushmm.org/search/catalog/pa1105517

Categories of Behavior
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Amsterdam, Netherlands — 1942-1943: Margot Frank’s Latin course — Bep Voskuijl had signed up
for a correspondence Latin course in her own name but Margot completed the coursework.
[Source:



http://www.annefrankguide.net/en-US/bronnenbank.asp?aid=26267

Sachsenhausen
concentration
camp, Germany —
April 1945: In
the camp, Soviet
soldiers found
this German
edition of the Old
and New
Testaments on a
dead prisoner, a
Jehovah's
Witness. The
bible was sent to
the prisoner's
surviving family
members.

[Source:

Categories of Behavior


http://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/media_da.php?MediaId=104

Warsaw, Poland -
September 13,
1939:
Photographer
Julien Bryan
comforts a ten-
year-old Polish
girl named
Kazimiera Mika,
whose older
sister was killed in
a field in Warsaw
during a German
air raid.

[Source:

Categories of Behavior

One of the three
milk cans in
which Emmanuel
Ringelblum saved
the “Oneg
Shabbat”
archives
chronicling the
history of the
Warsaw ghetto.
1939-1943

[Source:



http://collections.ushmm.org/search/catalog/pa1154423
http://www.ushmm.org/educators/lesson-plans/organizing-the-history/resources/teacher-resource/warsaw-ghetto-milk-can

Categories of Behavior

PERPETRATORS & COLLABORATORS
TARGETS

RESCUERS

RENNIVWN@E

BYSTANDERS Individuals, groups, or

entire nations who chose to do nothing;



Categories of Behavior
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TOMASZOW MAZOWIECKI, POLAND, SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 1939: German soldiers force one

Jewish man to cut the beard of another in a humiliating violation of Jewish law. The ethnic

identity of the civilian onlookers—German or Polish?—is unknown. [Source: ]


http://somewereneighbors.ushmm.org/#/exhibitions/neighbors/un338/description

Categories of Behavior
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Vienna, Austria — March 1-April 1, 1938: Austrian Nazis-and local residents look on as Jews are
forced to get on their hands and knees and scrub the pavement.

-

[Source:


http://digitalassets.ushmm.org/photoarchives/detail.aspx?id=28172

Darmstadt,
Germany -
November 10, 1938:
Local residents
watch as the
synagogue is
destroyed by fire, on
the morning after
Kristallnacht

The fire department
prevented the fire
from spreading to a
nearby home, but
did not try to limit
the damage to the
synagogue.

[Source:

Categories of Behavior
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http://collections.ushmm.org/search/catalog/pa29511

Categories of Behavior

FUR JUDEN FUR MICHTOUDEN
OLA ZYOOW DLA MEZYDOW

Krakow, Poland — 1940: A segregated streetcar in
Krakow. The sign in German and Polish reads, "for Jews;

for non-Jews."

[Source:


http://digitalassets.ushmm.org/photoarchives/detail.aspx?id=1048190

Categories of Behavior
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FURTH, GERMANY -
1935: German girl at
swimming pool
entrance.

Knowing that Jewish
neighbors were barred
from entering, were
people present at this

pool complicit in
discrimination? At what
age should individuals
be held responsible for
discriminatory
behavior? [Source:



http://cc.assets.ushmm.org.s3.amazonaws.com/resources/deconstructing-the-familiar-images.pdf

Categories of Behavior

Kerpen, Germany — 1942: Uniformed Gestapo officials load Jews onto trucks for deportation
in full view of many onlookers. [Source: ]


http://cc.assets.ushmm.org.s3.amazonaws.com/resources/deconstructing-the-familiar-images.pdf

Categories of Behavior
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Amsterdam, Netherlands — June 20, 1943: Jews assembled for transport to the Westerbork
transit camp (a way station to the Auschwitz killing center), in a photograph taken clandestinely

from a nearby building. Neighborhood boys watch from the corner (left) and other local residents
from their window (center).

[Source: Dutch Resistance Museum via


http://somewereneighbors.ushmm.org/#/exhibitions/neighbors/un1053/description

Categories of Behavior

Most Europeans neither aided nor hindered the
“Final Solution.”



Content, Context, Complexity

“One of the elements about ‘typical Holocaust
history’ 1s it tends to be divided up into
perpetrator, victim, and bystander. I think over
time as we keep looking at this history the term
bystander becomes less and less effective as a way

of understanding what takes place in this history.”

-- Edward Phillips, Director of Exhibitions at

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum



