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BACKGROUND

§ Developed from USHMM

§ Excerpted from museum’s ID cards collection

§ Total of  35 cards in the set

§ Included in Trunk Project and used at Anne Frank in the World 

exhibit

§ Represents classroom-size ratio of  larger scale

§ Simple activity à Complex concepts
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OBJECTIVES

☒Pre-Reading ☒ During Reading ☐ Post Reading

§ Provides students with following information:

§ Defines the Holocaust and connect the events to the definition

§ Explores categories of  behavior based on choices

§ Emphasizes that the Holocaust took place because individuals, 

groups, and nations made decisions to act or not to act

§ Explores the Holocaust through personal stories instead of  just 

statistics
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RATIONALE

§ This activity strives to accomplish the following from 

the “Guidelines for Teaching about the Holocaust”:

§ Define the term “Holocaust”

§ Do  not teach or imply that the Holocaust was inevitable

§ Avoid simple answers to complex questions

§ Contextualize the history

§ Translate statistics into people
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METHODOLOGY

1. Provide informative framework.
§ Definition

§ Categories of  behavior

2. Prepare for cards. 

3. Distribute cards.

4. Initiate series of  questions.

5. Conclude the activity. Allow for follow-up questions.

6. If  applicable, transition into assigning further reading or project.
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Part 1: Provide Informative Framework

ID CARDS ACTIVITY



The Holocaust was the state-sponsored 

systematic persecution and annihilation 

of  European Jewry by Nazi Germany 

and its collaborators between

1933 and 1945.           

ID Card Activity

7Georgia	Commission	on	 the	Holocaust	-
emmaellingson@holocaust.georgia.gov



ID Card Activity
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Animated Map 

included in CD 

“Holocaust 

Commemoration 

Resources”



• The Holocaust took place because individuals, groups, 

and nations made decisions to act or not act. 

• Those involved in the Holocaust can be placed in 

categories based on their choices and behavior. 

• “People weren’t forced to do what they do. Sometimes 

that’s also the perception – people were just forced to 

do what they do. Even though it took great courage, 

people did have choices.” -- Susan Bachrach, Exhibition Curator, Some 

Were Neighbors

ID Card Activity
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1. PERPETRATORS & COLLABORATORS

ID Card Activity
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•The set does not include cards of  perpetrator or 
collaborators 

•but you can have students create a graphic organizer 
of  unseen characters in an individual story

•Examples: If  they have a card of  someone who was 
deported, map out what roles people had – Who 
drove the trains? Who moved them into the ghetto?

Georgia	Commission	on	 the	Holocaust	-
emmaellingson@holocaust.georgia.gov



ID Card Activity

Fluidity of  
choices
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ID Card Activity

Nazis did not 
kill him à
collaborators
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ID Card Activity

Collaborators

13Georgia	Commission	on	 the	Holocaust	-
emmaellingson@holocaust.georgia.gov



1. PERPETRATORS & COLLABORATORS

2. TARGETS

Who was targeted during the Holocaust?
Groups and individuals who were targeted for destruction 

or decimation for racial, ethnic or national reasons. 

ID Card Activity
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ID Card Activity

Who was Jewish?
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ID Card Activity
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ID Card Activity
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NAZI RACIAL IDEOLOGY

§ Humans beings could be classified as “races”

§ Each race has distinctive characteristics

§ Passed on genetically

§ A person’s characteristics, attitudes, abilities,

and behavior were determined by their so-call racial make-up

§ Races were in competition which each other in the struggle 

to survive; Superior races vs. inferior races

§ Germans could only triumph if  their blood was pure.

Pages 27-28

ID Card Activity



How did they know who was Jewish?

Pages 37-39
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ID Card Activity



Germany–November	12,	1943:	Identity	card	for	Deszo Israel	Sussman marked	
with	a	red	J	for	Jude.	He	was	evacuated	November	12,	1943.	

[Source:	USHMM	Collections	Catalog]

ID Cards Activity
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Brussels,	Belgium	– 1938:	German	passport	 stamped	with	a	red	J	issued	 to	Rosa	
Lewinnek in	the	embassy	in	Brussels.	

[Source:	USHMM	Collections	Catalog]

ID Cards Activity
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Amsterdam,	Netherlands	– August	28,	1943:	Identity	card	issued	 to	Hanna	
Santilhano Munichman

[Source:	USHMM	Collections	Catalog]

ID Cards Activity
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1. PERPETRATORS & COLLABORATORS

2. TARGETS
•Out of  35 cards, 29 are Jewish
•All Jews were targets, not all 
targets were Jews
•Only 5 cards of  survivors

ID Card Activity
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ID Card Activity
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1. PERPETRATORS & COLLABORATORS

2. TARGETS

Even though they did not choose to be targets, many of  

them still made choices to resist and therefore, can be in 

more than one category at once.

ID Card Activity
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ID Card Activity
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• To leave is to 
resist

• Target & 
Resistance: 
Can be in 
more than 
one category 
at the same 
time



1. PERPETRATORS & COLLABORATORS

2. TARGETS

3. RESCUERS & RESISTANCE

How might someone resist the Nazis? Why would 

someone rescue Jews? What do you think were the 

consequences of  being caught?

ID Card Activity
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1. PERPETRATORS & COLLABORATORS

2. TARGETS

3. RESCUERS & RESISTANCE

Individuals or groups who made choices and risked their 

own lives to save others or stand up against the Nazis. 

ID Card Activity
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ID Card Activity
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ID Card Activity
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ID Card Activity
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ID Card Activity

Jewish 
resistance –
difficult and 
expensive to 
obtain false 
ID papers
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ID Card Activity
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Card of  
Barbara’s 
sister is also 
in the set –
Same family 
but different 
fates



ID Card Activity
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CONTEXTUALIZE
• Oral History Interview with Barbara 

Ledermann describing how she 
obtained false papers

• The Ledermanns were not the only 
Jewish German refugees living in the 
Netherlands

www.holocaust.georgia.gov/id-cards



ID Card Activity

Beekbergen,	the	Netherlands	– summer	1941:	©	Anne	Frank	Fonds,	Bazel /	Anne	Frank	Stichting,	Amsterdam

Context: The 
Ledermanns were 
German-Jewish 
refugees living in 
Amsterdam like 
Anne Frank and 
her family. They 
lived in the same 
apartment 
complex. 

Only Barbara 
survived...
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ID Card Activity

Having false 
ID papers did 
not guarantee 
survival
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ID Card Activity

Non-Jewish 
resistance
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ID Card Activity

Similar to how 
collaborators chose 
to work with the 
Nazis for various 
reasons regardless 
of  their belief  in 
the ideology, some 
people resisting the 
Nazis made the 
choice for various 
reasons.
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1. PERPETRATORS & COLLABORATORS

2. TARGETS

3. RESCUERS & RESISTANCE

Although stories of  rescue are very popular, only a tiny 

percentage of  the targeted populations was rescued.

ID Card Activity

39Georgia	Commission	on	 the	Holocaust	-
emmaellingson@holocaust.georgia.gov



ID Card Activity
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Target & 
Rescuer: 
Can be 
in more 
than one 
category 
at the 
same 
time



ID Card Activity
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ID Card Activity

Contextualize 
stories of  
rescue – what 
factors made 
it possible?
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ID Card Activity

Denmark was the only occupied country 
that actively resisted the Nazi regime's 
attempts to deport its Jewish citizens.

Why Denmark?
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ID Card Activity

Legend: King Christian X 
wore a yellow star in 
support of  the Danish Jews

44

Truth: King Christian X 
expressed firm objections 
to German deportation 
plans. Jews in Denmark 
were not required to wear 
yellow star.
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ID Card Activity

CONTEXT
§ Danish government continued to govern under 

German occupation.

§ Universities closed down to allow students to 
participate in the rescue efforts. 

§ Clergy urged congregations to help the Jews.

§ Police refused to cooperate with the German 
deportation experts.
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ID Card Activity

Social and 
cultural 
identity was 
definitely part 
of  it, but 
geography 
was a major 
contributing 
factor – use 
the maps on 
the back of  
the ID cards
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ID Card Activity
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CONTEXTUALIZE
• Oral History Interview with Preben Munch-Nielsen describing 

rescue of  Jews in Denmark the Danish rescue 
• Analyze the geographical location and

features of  Denmark using the map
on the back of  the ID card

www.holocaust.georgia.gov/id-cards



1. PERPETRATORS & COLLABORATORS

2. TARGETS

3. RESCUERS & RESISTANCE

4. BYSTANDERS Which category do you 

think had the most people?

ID Card Activity
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Part 2: Prepare for cards

ID CARDS ACTIVITY

Part 3: Distribute the Cards
Part 4: Initiate Series of  Questions



Do NOT use “you” when asking the 

questions about the cards.

Instead, use “your card” “your person” or 

“the person on the card.”

!
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Do NOT use simulation activities when 

teaching about the Holocaust. 

Do NOT put or ask your students to 

think about themselves in these situations. 

Instead ask them how the person on their 

card might have felt in these situations.

!
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What	does	
the	red	“J”	
mean?

Raise	your	hand	
if	you	have	a	
card	with	a	red	

“J”.

What	is	the	first	thing	
you	notice	when	you	
look	at	the	card?

What	does	the	red	
“J”	mean?
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How	did	the	person	
on	your	card	die?

Disease	– starvation	–
gas	chamber	- execution

Those	of	you	who	
have	a	card	with	a	

red	“J”:
Raise	your	hand	if	the	

person	on	your	card	died.



Baruch 
Szabasson

Cause	of	death:	
Typhus

Age	at	death:	15

Helene 
Melanie Lebel

Cause	of	death:	
euthanasia

Age	at	death:	~29

Blimcia Lische

Cause	of	death:	Gas	
chamber

Age	at	death:	3	½	
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CAUSES OF DEATH VARY
Not all victims of  the Holocaust died in a gas chamber.
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Kalman 
Kernweiss

Cause	of	death:	
murdered	by	

antisemitic neighbors

Age	at	death:	21

Pola 
Nussbaum

Cause	of	death:	shot	
while	trying	to	escape	

ghetto
Age	at	death:	19

Dora Rivkina

Cause	of	death:	
Betrayed	by	fellow	
partisans	and	shot

Age	at	death:	19
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CAUSES OF DEATH VARY
Not all victims of  the Holocaust died in a gas chamber.
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Raise	your	hand	if	the	person	
on	your	card	came	to	the	US.
What	about	the	US	might	have	been	particularly	
appealing	 to	someone	wanting	to	leave	Europe?

Where	did	he/she	go	
after	the	war?

Why	might	 someone	have	left	Europe?

Those	of	you	who	have	a	
card	with	a	red	“J”:

Raise	your	hand	if	the	person	
on	your	card	survived.
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How	did	he/she	resist?

What	choice(s)	did	he/she	
make?

If	you	have	a	card	with	
a	“J”	or	without	a	“J”:
Raise	your	hand	if	the	person	

on	your	card	resisted.



Gideon 
Boissevain

Cause	of	death:	
Execution

Age	at	death:	20

Jozef  Wilk

Cause	of	death:	
Warsaw	ghetto	

uprising

Age	at	death:	18
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NON-JEWISH RESISTANCE
Individuals and groups throughout occupied Europe 

made the choice to resist the Nazis and their collaborators 
for various reasons but the consequence of  being caught 
was often death regardless of  a person’s ”racial” identity.
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How	did	he/she	rescue?

What	choice(s)	did	he/she	make?

If	you	have	a	card	with	a	“J”	or	without	a	“J”:

Raise	your	hand	if	the	person	on	your	card	was	a	
rescuer.
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STRIVE FOR BALANCE IN ESTABLISHING
WHOSE PERSPECTIVE INFORMS YOUR

STUDY OF THE HOLOCAUST.
• Out of  35 cards, only 2 are non-Jewish rescuers

• Only a tiny percentage of  the targeted populations were rescued.

Preben
Munch-
Nielsen

Stefania Fusia
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CONCLUDING THE ACTIVITY

§ Emphasize choices
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EXAMPLES TO EXPAND ACTIVITY

§ Diagram

§ Timeline

§ Map

§ Research: Testimony, Country, Camp



www.holocaust.georgia.gov/id-cards
Resources
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