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“Georgia’s Response to the Holocaust:Witnesses to Liberation” Exhibit comes TO <name of host/city> 

The Georgia Commission on the Holocaust in partnership with <name of borrower> is bringing the travelling exhibit “Georgia’s Response to the Holocaust: Witnesses to Liberation” to the community of <name of city>. The exhibit will be on display at <host location> from <start date> to <end date>. Admission is free and open to the public.

The exhibit is part of a series “Georgia’s Response to the Holocaust” that profiles Holocaust survivors, liberators, rescuers, and activists local to Georgia. It examines how individuals and organizations in Georgia responded during the Holocaust and how citizens and lawmakers recognize the important role Holocaust education plays in cultivating the ability to make good choices, develop strong character and promote engaged citizenship. The series was inspired by the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum’s 2014 Days of Remembrance theme: “Confronting the Holocaust: American Responses”. 

This installment of the series, “Witnesses to Liberation,” profiles six men who served the United States during World War II and witnessed the liberation of Nazi camps between January and May of 1945. It was created in commemoration of the 70th anniversary of the liberation of Europe.

American forces liberated more than 20,000 prisoners from Buchenwald concentration camp on April 11, 1945 and approximately 32,000 prisoners from Dachau concentration camp on April 29, 1945. Americans also liberated Dora-Mittelbau, Flossenbürg and Mauthausen.The soldiers present for the liberation of these camps, many of whom were in their late teens or early twenties, took years to process what they had experienced and witnessed. The memories and responsibility to bear witness stayed with them for the rest of their lives.  These men represent a generation that not only fulfilled their duty to their county but to their fellow man.
The veterans profiled in “Witnesses to Liberation” include: George Aigen of Valdosta, Frank Benson of Loganville, identical twins Howard Margol of Sandy Springs and Hilbert Margol of Dunwoody, William Alexander Scott III of Atlanta, and Georgia State Representative John P. Yates of Griffin.

Educational materials such as videos, photos, maps, and primary documents are available online at www.holocaust.georgia.gov/witnesses-liberation.

Georgia is one of only 13 states to have a Holocaust Commission. The Georgia Commission on the Holocaust was established through Executive Order by Governor Joe Frank Harris in 1986. Governor Zell Miller re-established the Commission upon taking office and charged it with creating educational programs. In 1998, by act of the Georgia General Assembly HB 1664, the Commission became a permanent State Agency. 

The Holocaust Commission’s Executive Director, Sally N. Levine states, “The Holocaust happened because individuals, organizations and governments made choices that not only legalized discrimination but also allowed prejudice, hatred and ultimately, mass murder to occur. The history of the Holocaust demands that we reflect upon the moral questions raised by this unprecedented event and examine our responsibilities as citizens in a democracy.”
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